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This study aims to explore how the policy support officer system, introduced
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in Korean local councils in 2022 following the revision of the Local Autonomy
Act, affects the legislative performance of local council members. Based on
Resource-Based View theory, the study considers policy support officers as a
professional human resource that local councils recruit, deploy, and develop, and
questions whether both the quantity and the quality of the policy support officers
are associated with legislative performance. The data on the management of policy
support officer system and others were collected from 202 local councils. The
analytical results indicate that the recruitment rate of policy support officer positions
in local councils is positively associated with the number of bills initiated by council
members. Two indicators of officer quality—the proportion of officers holding
a master's or doctoral degree and the amount of training provided—show a similarly
positive association with bill initiation. These findings offer that securing the
authorized number of support staff would not be sufficient. Moreover, the
professionalism and expertise of these staff and training and development matter
for legislative performance. Based on these results, the study proposes ideas to

strengthen the policy support officer system of local councils.

O Keywords: Local Council, Policy Support Officers, Resource-Based View (RBV)
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0.241%*
0.098| 0.023

0.150%|  0.117| 0.243™*
0.085| 0.019| -0.143*|-0.235"*
-0.063| 0.033| 0.155*| 0.058| 0.123
-0.015| 0.043| 0043| 0.104| -0.028| -0.105
-0.011| 0.000| 0.152*| 0.325***| -0.032| 0.055| 0.051
-0.049| 0.089| 0.091|0.285"*| -0.001| 0.235***|  0.005 | 0.281***
-0.148*| -0.076| -0.088| 0.020| 0.126| 0.093| 0.076| -0.035| -0.005
-0.211™| -0.130| -0.010|-0.239""*| 0.026| -0.032| -0.032|-0.244**|-0.555"*| -0.008
0.105| 0.133| 0.075|0.233"*| 0.006| 0.189**| 0.017 | 0.243***| 0.884™* |  0.028 | -0.694**

Note. * p .05, * p (.01, ** p {.001
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