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Exit or Loyalty in the Era of Decentralization

: The Effects of Settlement Environment and Regional Disparity Perception on the

Settlement Consciousness of Gimhae Residents
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Over three decades of decentralization in Korea, institutional autonomy has
advanced, yet the settlement foundation of local communities has weakened. This
study examines how settlement environment perception and regional disparity
perception shape the settlement consciousness of Gimhae residents, based on survey
responses (N=700) analyzed through hierarchical regression and the PROCESS Macro.
Settlement environment perception refers to residents’ evaluation of internal local
conditions, and regional disparity perception to the sense of relative disadvantage
formed through comparison with other regions. The analysis shows that more
favorable evaluations of housing, safety, and employment conditions are associated
with stronger settlement consciousness, whereas, among the disparity perceptions,
only the perceived gap with neighboring cities significantly lowered it.

The interaction between income and employment conditions and perceived
disparity with Changwon was statistically significant before correction but not
after correction for multiple testing; it was therefore treated as exploratory. Overall,
the findings indicate that settlement consciousness is associated with both
evaluations of local conditions and perceived disparities with neighboring cities,
suggesting that policies addressing regional decline should consider both

dimensions.

O Keywords: Era of Decentralization, Settlement Consciousness, Settlement Environment,
Regional Disparity Perception, Moderation Effects
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