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Veterans Regional Settlement Intentions from a Local Population Policy Perspective
: Focusing on Pre-Discharge Military Personnel in Gangwon Special Self-Governing Province
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This study examines veterans as a strategic target group for local population
policy and analyzes factors associated with settlement intentions among military
personnel approaching discharge in Gangwon Special Self-Governing Province.
The study draws on a survey of 65 participants in a pre-discharge preparation
program and supplementary interviews with 13 participants, including prospective
veterans, public officials, and counselors. Hierarchical regression analysis assessed
the relationships between settlement intention and five factors at the individual,
regional, policy, and family levels. Among the same respondents, settlement
intention was high while perceptions of local employment opportunities were the
lowest, revealing a gap between willingness to settle and the conditions required
to realize it. Although all five factors were significantly correlated with settlement
intention, only family support among the independent variables, together with
prior service experience in Gangwon as a control variable, remained significant
in the final regression model. Multiple-response items and interviews also showed
that family considerations were central to settlement decisions, whereas the lack
of suitable jobs was the main constraint. These findings suggest that local veteran
settlement policy should develop into a place-based population policy linking
military experience with local employment, supporting family living conditions,

and identifying potential settlers before discharge.

O Keywords: Military Veterans, Regional Settlement Intention, Population Policy,
Gangwon Special Self-Governing Province
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