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This study examines the relative importance of policies for promoting the
migration and return of young adults from the Seoul Metropolitan Area to
non-metropolitan regions, an issue that has emerged as a core task in responding
to regional depopulation in Korea. Drawing on prior studies and Japan's UlJ-turn
support framework, a three-level hierarchy of 3 upper-, 9 mid-, and 27 sub-level
factors was constructed, and an Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) survey was
conducted with 35 experts from academia, research institutes, and the public sector.
The results show that industry and jobs policy (0.572) clearly outweighs population
policy (0.244) and territorial policy (0.184) at the upper level. In terms of global
weights, strengthening the relocation of public institutions to non-metropolitan
regions (0.135), developing industrial clusters (0.086), and enhancing employment
support services (0.081) ranked highest, and six of the seven top-ranked sub-factors
belonged to industry and jobs policy, whereas disaster and risk management and
awareness-raising measures were ranked lowest. These findings suggest that quality
jobs are a precondition for youth migration, and that public-institution relocation
and industrial cluster development should be pursued alongside youth-tailored

living infrastructure and direct support for movers.

O Keywords: Regional Depopulation, Youth Migration, Return Migration, UlJ-turn,
Relative Importance of Policies, AHP
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