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Governance Strategies for Promoting Region-led Carbon Neutrality
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The concept of region-led carbon neutrality refers to an approach in which
local governments and diverse community actors take the lead in planning and
implementing carbon-neutral policies that reflect the specific conditions and
characteristics of their regions. Achieving carbon neutrality requires organic
collaboration among multiple stakeholders and sectors, as well as the integration
of place-based approach and multi-level governance that can facilitate regional
leadership under the national climate transition framework.

This paper proposes several governance strategies to strengthen region-led
carbon neutrality. First, to encourage autonomous regional climate action planning,
the scope of locally managed emissions should be reviewed, and a new category
for “community energy transition” should be added. Second, local governments
must be granted the necessary authority and financial resources by linking regional
carbon neutrality and energy-transition initiatives with the national balanced-
growth strategy and establishing a central-local Climate-Energy Partnership
Agreement. Third, horizontal cooperation within regions should be activated. The
role of local climate committees should be elevated, and a regional collaboration
framework should be constructed around carbon-neutrality support centers. Fourth,
to ensure effective performance management, major projects may be jointly
managed by central and local governments, and incentive mechanisms should be
considered.

[J Keywords: Region-led Carbon Neutrality, Multi-level Climate Governance,
Place-based Approach, Community Energy Transition,
Climate-energy Partnership Agreement
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