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Since its resumption in the early 1990s, despite promising progress especially
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in an enhancement of local democratization, local autonomy in Korea has exhibited
problems such as its overly process—focused paradigm, limited decentralization, local
responsibility, alienation of residents etc. In this vein, it can be characterized as such
image as inversion of goal and means, perfunctory, conflictual, uniform, dependent,
citizen—absent, and fragmented local autonomy. In this regard, this paper proposes
several tasks for the next stage towards a mature development. Above all, the paradigm
for local autonomy should be transformed from a process—centered paradigm which
focuses on decentralization and participation, towards a more goal—oriented one
focusing on the ultimate purpose of local autonomy: the enhancement of public happiness
or wellbeing. In addition, several tasks for strengthening the foundation of local
autonomy are necessary. These tasks include decentralization of functions and financial
resources, strengthening local responsibility and functional integrity, diversification
of organizational forms, consolidation of metropolitan cities and provinces,
empowerment of grassroots community, enactment of local autonomy at the lower
administrative strata(Eup, Myun), and cooperation between local governments. Finally,
this paper calls for a more careful evaluation of the performance of Korean local
autonomy that explicitly recognizes its shorter history compared to other liberal

democratic countries.

[] Keywords: local autonomy, local autonomy paradigm, decentralization
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3.36. Fiscal decentralisation: Sub-central government’s share in general government revenues and expenditures (2011)

Sub-central own revenues as share of total government revenues
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