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(ABSTRACT)

As widely known all the chief executives of Korean local government have been
“appointed” by the national government for more than 30 years. But now the situation is
being changed. The Local Government Law of 1994 provides that the election to elect the
chief executives be held by the end of June 1995.

In this paper the author tries to figure out what kind of political role the elected
executives might play after the election. He argues that, although the formal role of the
executives are confined within the local politics, their actual activities might have great
influence on national political arena. For instance the presense of the elected executives
itself would hamper the political status of national lawmakers, especially those who have
the exactly same districts with the executives. The chief executives of the such big local
governments as Seoul City and KyungKi Province may become great challengers to the
President of the Republic.

The possible conflict between the elected chief executives and national lawmakers who
are not used to the new situation of decentralization are also discussed. The author argues
that such conflicts are inevitable part of the process of establishing new political order.
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