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<ABSTRACT>

The aims of this article are to examine the new meaning of sustainable development
and to suggest the roles of local govenments for sustainable development in the age of
local autonomy. The new meaning of sustainable development for local government is
well presented in Chapter 28 of Agenda 21 where the roles of local governments as
stewards of the environment are emphasized. Sustainable development consists of 6
principles: future generation, nature conservation, citizen participation, social equity,
economic self-reliance, and culture and tradition.

This article also identifies 5 problem areas hindering the achievement of sustainable
development by local governments: irrational functional distribution, conflicts of local
governments, inefficient local environmental administrative system, growth-oriented regional
development, and irrational financial subsidy system.

This article finally suggests 3 fundamental roles of local governments in achieving
sustainable development: revitalization of local economy based on the environmental mind,
establishment of a new urban development system led by citizen participation, and
establishment of environmental administrative system for effective environmental
conservation. Under the 3 fundamental roles of local governments for sustainable
development a number of specific agendas are proposed. Some of the agendas suggested
are as follows: plugging the leaks of local resources and maximization of the use of
resources, facilitating public participation, establishment of environmentally friendly
transportation planning, declaration on the urban environment and enactment of basic
environmental ordinance, establishment of healthy environmental finance, introduction of
local and regional environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental
assessment, establishment of regional environmental standards, preparation of local agenda
21, and prevention of environmental conflicts.
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Source: Professor M. Thring, unpublished. from Michael Carley and Ian Christie, Managing
sustainable development, London: Earthscan, 1992, p. 46.
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