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[ Abstract]

Diagnosis of Citizen Participation Level and its

Development Strategies in Local Government

With the advent of the elected local government leadership era, local government in
Korea newly begin to change. While meeting the needs of local residents, they have
to deal with the rapid change of world economy as well as challenge of stable and
prosperous local economy as strengthening capacity of local government. However, it is
not easy for the local government to solve all the complicate matters by itself, so it is
time to mobilize and make the best use of private sector which has creative thinking,
enormous energy, and abundant resources.

Therefore, local residents’ participation in policy making process is quite meaningful
in that it not only achieves democratic local administration, but also contribute to
problem-solving capacity and sense of local community.

Meanwhile, local residents’ participation is a mechanism to prevent local
government’s policy process from being separated from the reality. If the policy
process does not reflect from the real life, local administration will be at risk. Thus,
residents’ involvement makes residents opinion put into local politics and administration
as well as enable the local government to correct their trial and error.

Up to now, there have been lots of studies related to citizen participation and they
have attempted to find out the problems and alternatives to improve citizen
participation. Both central and local government made an effort to solve the problems
as considering the citizens’ policy opinion and realizing it into real policy. In spite of

the effort, still residents’ participation in the local government is not satisfactory. In
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Abstract [

addition, studies on citizen participation just focused on the current situation, problems,
and alternatives without thinking over what extent citizen participation has been
covered.

Recognizing shortcomings of extant research, this study attempts to analyze existing
citizen participation institutions that metropolitan cities and provinces operate. Then, we
make a diagnosis of citizen participation level through survey questionnaire of local
residents and government officials. Finally, we try to suggest the strategies to improve
citizen participation based on the problems and implications found in the process of our

research.
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