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Abstract

The 1998 local election in Korea does not only contend voters’
evaluations of the local eected offidals such as executive heads and
members of local coundls, but it also has the mearing of an
assessrnent of the central government which iraugurated six mordhs
ago. It is a distinctive feature of Korean elections that regiomalism
based on the home region of a party leader is the most prominent
factor explaining the woting behavior. Regionalism in the context of
local dection, however, may have differert impacts and implications
to the local politics.

Focusing upon the electoral behavior in the 1998 local dection,
this study cordains both the aggregate and the individual levels of
analyses, in addiional to the institutional changes of eectoral laws
and ther electoral impacts. The andlyss of aggregate data finds the
dedlire of candidate competitiors, a higher turnout in rural areas with
the sharp dedine of overall turnout one party dominance of all locl
governments, an increase of strait ticket voting, and the prominence of

incumbency advantages.

Concerring the voter turnout, we find that there is a sgrificant

difference in electoral interests between fthose living in wban and
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rurd] areas, explaining their difference in turnout The aralysis shows
that the important factors affecting the electoral interests are the
pavchological attachments toward political parties, the political efficacy,
and the subjective evaluations of eectoral competitiveness, controlling
age and resdential urbarization,

On the other hand, the analysis of vote choice shows that voter's
evaluations of the cemtral government & well a5  psychological
attachments to the political parties have sgrificant effects on
increasing the probability of a strait tideet voting in the local
elecions. Although it is true that the central politics have a great
influence om the 1993 local dections, the analysis also shows that local
issues do play an important role in this election The assessments of
incumbent job peformance have an impact on the wote choice,

comparable to the effects of regionalism.

The policy implications of this study contend that some
institutional  arrangements are needed to revitdlize the voter
partigpation in local elections a well as locd politics. Also, the
present electoral laws need to be supplemented to solve such serious
problems a a severe gender disparity in eected officials and the
regiondlism like one paty dominance phenomenon in al Ilocal

governments.



