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A Study on Reforming of Local Autonomous
(Administrative) System

-Focused on Reforming Altermatives of Administrative Tiers and Area

The puwpose of this paper is to criticize the problems of local
administrative tiers and area, and to suggest the new altermatives of

local ad ministrative tiers and area reform.

This study is @ an overall introduction to local administrative
tiers and area, including the concept of tier and area, relation between
them, the reforming mecessities of locd administrative tiers and area,
(@ to describe a hstory of Korean local administrative tiers and area,
@ to describe the present and problems of local administrative tiers
and area, and @ to suggest the reforming alternatives of tiers and
area.

According to the amdlytic result of the problems of locad
administrative tiers and area, firstly, the problems with local
administrative fiers was revealed that there were the higher
transformation costs, the limited commurication between upper-tier
and lower-tier, and so om; secondly, the problems with local
administrative area was found that there were the discorrespondence
between administrative area and substartial region, the limitation of

citizen participation and control because of over size, and 50 on.
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The major findings of this study could be summarized a5 follows:

Firstly, judging from the marternance of decentralization, and
feambility, it 15 desired that the refoming altarnative of local
administrative tiers is the awtonomous twotiers [upper-tier and
lower-tier] systern except for admiristrative tierfeup, myeon, dong)
rather than the present three-tiers system.

Secondly, (1) there are two alternatives in the reforming of
lower-areals, gun, pu); adiustrmentfrom the principles of democracy)
and  reductionffrom the comrespondence  prnciples  between
administrative area and substantial region). But, in the long wiew, it is
desired that the refoming altarnative of lower-area is reduction rather
than adjustment. (2) there are two alternatives in the reforming of
upper-ared; adustment and enlargement. In the short wiew, it is
desired that the refoming altarnative of upper-area is adjustment
rather than enlargement to  reflet upon the poliical and
administrative corfusion from enlargement; but in the long view, it is
desired that the refoming altamative of upper-area is enlargement
from the clear roles and functions of upper-authorities.

- 99 -



