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Noble Goals….. 



Where are We Now on SDGs? 
Nowhere near!

The world is “woefully off track” to 
achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) by the 2030 deadline, 
top United Nations officials said on 
Monday, as ministers and policy 
makers gathered in New York to 
examine how countries can get back 
on track and make the transformative 
development agenda a reality. (July 
17, 2023)



SDG Localization, Local Governance &  Urbanization
(UNDP)

• Countries have recognized that many of the roadblocks to achieving 
the SDGs, such as non-income poverty and inequality, must be 
addressed through SDG localization and by improving local and urban 
governance. This requires a ‘whole of society’ approach and a 
transformation process (innovation) in the way that public institutions, 
private sector and citizens collaborate to achieve sustainable 
development. Hence, localizing the SDGs cannot be limited to 
integrating the global goals in local development plans, but must 
extend to strengthening local governance, including by using 
innovation (social and tech.) to codesign with public and private 
actors new service delivery models, innovative financing tools and 
accountability mechanisms.

https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/sdg-localization-local-governance-and-urbanization

https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/sdg-localization-local-governance-and-urbanization


SDGs Localization Needs Innovations in 
Local Governments

(Ansell et al., 2022)



From Mismatch to Match; From Policy 
Incoherence to Policy Coherence…..

(Meuleman, 2021)



RESILIENT AND REGENERATIVE CITIES
(WORLD CITIES SUMMIT 2024)



Seoul Smart City Prize from 2023!



IMD Smart City Index





Making Changes and Moving Forward…



However, Wicked Problems and 
Solutions?



Drivers for Local Government Innovations: 
Lessons from World Bank Global Report

Political 

Leadership

Institutional 

Capacity

Incentive 

Mechanism

Transparency Technology

(Kunicova, 2018)



Policy Tools for SDGs in Different Policy 
Domains

•Dirk Meissner &

•Sandrine Kergroach  •Dirk Meissner &

•Sandrine Kergroach  

(Meissner and Kergroach, 2019)

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10961-019-09767-4#auth-Sandrine-Kergroach-Aff2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10961-019-09767-4#auth-Dirk-Meissner-Aff1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10961-019-09767-4#auth-Sandrine-Kergroach-Aff2


Psychological Distance and 
Construal Level Theory

(Liberman and Trope)



Long-term vs. Short-term



Why Should We Care for Agility?



Sprint Training?



Agility Training…



Agility and Stability

(Aghina, De Smet, and Kirsten Weerda, 2015)



Strategic Agility in Cities

(Dos, 2011; OECD, 2015)
(Aghina, De Smet, and Kirsten Weerda, 2015)





Thank You!!!

Questions?

Contact Information

M. Jae Moon

Phone: 82-2-2123-2959

Email: mjmoon@yonsei.ac.kr

mailto:mjmoon@yonsei.ac.kr
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